
INVEST IN THE EUROPEAN WIRELESS REGION

They already chose Sophia Antipolis: 

3 Roam, Accenture, Alcatel Lucent, Amadeus, ARM, ASK,  

Atos Origin, Autodesk, Cadence Design, Centile, Cisco Systems,  

CSR-Cambridge Silicon Radio, Dailymotion, Dassault Systèmes, 

EPCOS, Etsi, Extelia, Fortinet, Geoimage, Hitachi, HP, IBM, Icera, 

Infineon Technologies, Infoterra-EADS, Insight SiP, INTEL, Iqsim,

Kapsys, Lagardère Active, Mentor Graphics, Nexence, Nortel 

Networks, Ntx Research, Open Plug, Orange Labs, Playadz, 

Prim’Vision, Quescom, SAP, ST-Ericsson, Smartcom, SunPlus 

M-mobile, Symantec, Synopsys, Texas Instruments, Thales Alenia 

Space, Trusted Logic, Udcast, Vishay, Visteon, W3C, Xilinx, Zenkko…

N°1 European community of start-ups and innovative projects
leading international innovation awards such as: *

Ranking among the top 5 mobile technology clusters  
with Helsinki, Seoul, Silicon Valley and Tokyo

Nice, the NFC city:  
site of the 1st commercial contacless trial in Europe set in a multi-operator environment combining 
payment, transport, loyalty and tourist information services

Semiconductor Design, 4G/LTE, Connectivity NFC/Bluetooth/Wifi, Instant Messaging, Portability Instant Messaging, 
Mobile Applications…

N°1 mobile cluster in Europe 
where ETSI and W3C invented GSM and Internet

N°1 converging mobile platform in Europe

N°1 R&D IT platform in France, hosting 20,000 people 
in more than 1,200 laboratories, academics and companies 50% in R&D activities

Sophia Antipolis: 
       join the N°1 converging mobile cluster!

More than 100 M€ invested by VCs in 
IT companies recently:

ASK (Contactless technology and RFID) .......................................................................................................... 25 M€

ICERA (3G Soft modem chipset) ................................................................................................................................... 40 M€

MtoM (Machine to machine) ...............................................................................................................................................  3 M€

MOBILGOV (Security Solutions) .................................................................................................................................  3 M€

PRIM’VISION (Mobile Marketing) ....................................................................................................................1.5 M€

SENSEOR (Saw Technology) ......................................................................................................................................1.4 M€

TICKXPRESS (Mobile ticketing) ............................................................................................................................1.5 M€

NEXESS (Security solutions) ...............................................................................................................................................1 M€

…

* SIMagine Worldwide Contest: annual worldwide competition honoring the most innovative (U)SIM-based mobile application or start-up projects. www.simagine.info
   Galileo and GMES Masters: European Satellite Navigation Contest & Global Monitoring for Environment and Security Contest. www.galileo-masters.eu



Nice - Sophia Antipolis

Londres

Paris

Berlin

Helsinki

Nice, international airport N°2 in France

10 million passengers

100 direct flights to 37 countries

Less than a 11/2 hour-flight from Paris

Less than a 2-hour flight from  
all major European capitals

A strategic 

position  

within the 

EMEA region

INVEST IN THE EUROPEAN WIRELESS REGION

E RESEARCH TAX CREDIT

The “Research Tax Credit” is a public grant aimed 

at increasing companies’ competitiveness by 

backing their R&D effort. This tax credit takes  

into account expenses incurred in technology 

monitoring, human and material resources  

earmarked for research, subcontracted research, 

patents and their protection.

•  Up to 40% of total R&D expenditure 

E  DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION GRANTS

These range from some 15,000€ per job created 

to 25,000€ per job created on strategic projects.

E  A 3 YEAR TAX HOLIDAY FOR YOUNG 

INNOVATING COMPANIES 

With 50% of their capital held by physical persons.

(Jeune Entreprise Innovante).

 

E  A WIDE RANGE OF REGIONAL INCENTIVES

•  Interest-free unsecured loans of between 

15,000€ and 45,000€. Aide régionale à l’innovation 

•  Free coaching provided by established 

entrepreneurs. Paca Entreprendre 

•  Up to 50% of the R&D costs/collaborative R&D 

projects. SCS Cluster 
1/ CHECK YOUR IDEA
We provide you with:
•  Law and Tax information;
•  Economic information: potential suppliers, 

customers, R&D, laboratories, specific 
training…

•  Sector information tailored to your specific 
needs;

•  Simulation of costs (wages, utilities, public 
incentives, set-up costs).

2/ LAUNCH YOUR PROJECT
We help you in:
•  Showing you the available real estate, 

pre-selecting the most suitable sites for you;
•  Connecting you to investor pools and helping 

you apply for public funding;
•  Assisting you with recruiting people and 

facilitating the administrative formalities.

3/ DEVELOP YOUR BUSINESS
We can introduce you to local networks 
where you’ll be in contact with partners in the 
public and private sectors: enterprise clubs, 
competitiveness clusters…

THE BEST INCENTIVE PACKAGE FOR INNOVATION IN EUROPE

Your economic development partner, gives 
your company free and confidential 

assistance at every stage of your project.

3 STEPS TO SUCCEED  
IN SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS 

The world leader in silicon innovation, sets up its Ultra 

Mobility Group in Sophia Antipolis to work on designing 

low-power consumption components for Mobile Internet 

Devices. The team is in charge of designing radio subsystems 

for mobile devices with 3G and 3G+ connectivity.

The wireless chipset developer based in Bristol (UK) 

will start an R&D centre devoted to 4G/LTE technology  

in Sophia Antipolis, employing at least 50 engineers over 

the next 3 years to work on the «next-generation mobile  

telecommunications.»

Nice Côte d’Azur launches an ambitious “Digital City” 

program based on mobile NFC applications, operated by the 

3 French Mobile Operators - Orange, SFR and Bouygues 

Telecom - and supported by the French Government.

E  NETWORK FASTER WITH

•  SCS CLUSTER: 2.5 M€ worth of R&D investments in collaborative projects 

•  PACA innovation network: full operational support to innovative projects

•  PACA Mobile Center: the biggest Mobile Library in Europe (1,000+ phones)

•  Mobile Monday Méditerranée: about 150 people from the mobile industry 

community come together 5 times a year to share best practices and new projects. 

•  Telecom Valley and its 100+ ICTs members.

E  INOVATE FASTER WITH

SIMagine International Contest, in partnership with SIMalliance, Team Côte 

d’Azur, Samsung & Sun and sponsored by Orange, Telefonica and Telecom 

Italia.

E  BOOST YOU R&D WITH

•  Scientific and academic excellence

   -  40,000 students, from MSc to PhD levels

   -  Research centers and Carnot Institutes: CNRS, INRIA, Ecole des Mines, 

EURECOM , I3S Labs, LEAT - Electronic Antenna Labs, Polytech’ Nice-

Sophia…

   -  Worldwide regulatory institutes: ERCIM, ETSI, W3C 

   -  200 million €/year invested in collaborative R&D.

AN ACTIVE NETWORK IN THE MOBILE INDUSTRY  LATEST NEWS FROM OUR MOBILE COMMUNITY

Team Côte d’Azur is a joint initiative of the Alpes-Maritimes County Council  
and the Nice Côte d’Azur Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Contact: +33 (0)4 92 17 51 51 

info@investincotedazur.com

investincotedazur.com


